
Speaking in Tongues 

 

… for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks 

(Luke 6:45 – ESV) 

 

There is always so much talk about “tongues”, are they real, are they fake, or are they 

demonic? Let me tell you, if you start any talk on the matter you are sure to see an object lesson. 

You will see gums flapping and the tongues wagging all over the place!  

Now let me get to the point. This isn’t what we should be concerned about when we speak of 

the tongue, not primarily. I am not so concerned with whether or not “tongues” is real or even if 

it is unintelligible babble. I don’t care if you can speak a thousand languages. Once we are born 

again, the first new tongue we should be concerned with is in that language we already have. If 

the gospel hasn’t tamed your tongue all the gospel gibberish in the world won’t vindicate your 

vile mouth.  If Christianity has never touched your tongue it has never touched your heart.  

Yes, the one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself (1 Corinthians 14:4), but how is it that 

someone who claims Christ can be looking to use their tongue to build themselves up while also 

looking to use their tongue to tear others down?  

Yes, we are to be praying at all times in the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18), but how can you say that 

those things you speak and cannot interpret are good when all the other things we hear coming 

out of your mouth we cannot help but interpret as bad?  

Yes, by praying in the Spirit you build yourselves up in your most holy faith (Jude 20). Yet we 

must remember it is the most holy faith, and a faith that cannot stop lying, cursing, tearing down 

others, gossiping, etc. is not a faith that needs tongues; it is a faith that needs a tourniquet!  

The first new tongue we should be looking to speak with is one that speaks truth, love, 

encouragement, edification, and peace. Too often I have heard those who think they speak in the 

tongues of angels fail to realize that the one most people recognize as coming from them is the 

tongue of a viper.  If there is venom on your lips there is poison in your heart. 

 


